FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
ELW Setting Three with Holy Communion
Sunday, January 29, 2023

Advent Lutheran Church
3232 Washington Road
Augusta, GA 30907
706-860-0439
www.adventaugusta.org



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Allegro” Corelli

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who makes all
things new, whose mercy endures forever.

C Amen.

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Sit/kneel Silence is kept for reflection.

P Holy One, source of our renewal,

C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot
free ourselves. We have not practiced your
righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you.
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we
may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass
and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new.
We are forgiven in the name of -+ Christ our Savior.

C Amen.

Stand
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



LITANY (Based on Micah 6)

A
C
A
C

A
C

With what shall we come before the Holy One, and bow
ourselves before God on high?
God has shown us what is good.

What does the Holy One require of us?
To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with our God.

In that spirit,
we worship our God this day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P
C

Sit

Let us pray together,

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving
your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give
us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words
and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHOIR
ANTHEM “The Gift of Love” Hopson



FIRST LESSON: MICAH 6:1-8

L

O

A reading from Micah.

'Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the
mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. “Hear, you
mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy
with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3O my
people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied
you? Answer me! *For | brought you up from the land of
Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and |
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. *O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what
Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened
from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts
of the LORD.” %“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before
him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? "Will

the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 15

'L orD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide
upon your holy hill?

>Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

Sthey do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to
their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor
those who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their
health and do not take back their word.

*They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they
take bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things
shall never be overthrown.

SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31

L

A reading from First Corinthians.

8The message about the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God. **For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
2Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? #For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. %’For Jews demand signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, #but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, *but
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. >For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s



weakness is stronger than human strength. 2Consider your
own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; ?God chose what is low and
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to
nothing things that are, ?°so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. *°*He is the source of your life in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3tin order
that, as 1t 1s written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”

L  The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12

)
C
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Fifth
Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he
began to speak, and taught them, saying:

%Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

*Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
>Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
%“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
%Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.

10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 2Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Petersons



Stand

HYMN

Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your ci - ty's built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny 1is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead - ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to-geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find 1n ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us tll our thread of life 1is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our  home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'r
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church andworld in  one;

way—the path un - tried;

In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your
IQ L.lp ! | i —e 9 ” ”
[(wnv P H i' I ! ! L | I. I
») v Y 1 '

a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.



APOSTLES' CREED

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’
Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

A Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every

C

size, teach us to boast only in the cross. Shape your church
to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful
God,

hear our prayer.



C

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your
faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo with your
holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the
error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all
you have made. Merciful God,

hear our prayer.

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up
honorable leaders who seek justice, love mercy, and pursue
peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-
seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God,
hear our prayer.

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who
are regarded as foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal
your power and presence at work where it is least expected.
Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need
especially...and all those we name aloud or in the silence of
our hearts... Merciful God,

hear our prayer.

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of
your saving acts. Remind us how your faithfulness brought
us through difficulties and sustained us despite our
weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life
together. Merciful God,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



P Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and
place. Trusting you accompanied them in poverty,
persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your
people always. Merciful God,

C hear our prayer.

P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your
wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.

C Amen.

PEACE

P Peace of the Lord be with you all.

C And also with you.
Share Christ’s Peace with one another.

Sit
OFFERING  “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” Willan
The Offering is received.

Stand



OFFERTORY

The offering is brought forward and presented to the Lord.
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pres- ence, and give us

a fore-taste of the feast to come,

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A
C

Let us pray. Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed
go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all
your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of
your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore,
through Jesus our Savior, Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come and taste the joy of God!
C Thanks be to God.

Sit



COMMUNION CANTICLE
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HOLY COMMUNION
will be celebrated today around the altar. Come to the altar and
kneel or stand. Receive the host and consume. The assisting
minister will offer wine or grape juice, take and consume. After

you are finished communing, place your cup in the empty tray
provided.

We believe that Christ is present in, with, and under each
element. Children who have not received instruction are invited
forward for a blessing.

All are welcome to the table of the Lord!

We will sing the following Hymns during Holy Communion:
(WOV 648) Jesus, Come! For We Invite You

(WOV 710) One bread, one body
(WOV 731) Precious Lord, Take My Hand




POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His grace.

C Amen.

F:JOST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A Letus pray. Holy One,
we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly
from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love
kindness, and journey humbly with you.

C Amen

BLESSING

P The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the
oppressor’s rod + bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today

and always.
C Amen.



HYMN

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we go n Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dutner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Trumpet Tune & Ayre”

Clarke



UPCOMING EVENTS

Today — 10:45am Sunday School; 11am Confirmation
2/1 Wed. — 7pm Choir
2/4 Sat. — 9am Property Meeting
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“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. ”
(Galatians 5:22)

We pray this week that PATIENCE grows in us.

WORSHIP LEADERS

Pastors
Rev. Andrea Windsor-Peterson & Rev. Jason Peterson

Assisting Minister
Heather Herrmann

Organist
Melinda East

Greeter
Mike & Kath Gamlen
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Crucifer
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Acolyte
Violet Herrmann

Zoom QOperator
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Coffee
Lynn Reed




