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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Pastorale” J. S. Bach

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, the fountain of
living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our
salvation.

C Amen.

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed
with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for
the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister
gives thanks.

P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your
Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created
the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs
of your promise and servants of all.



P We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives
with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.
HYMN We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ty be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is ris - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - mt - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will  all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . . . A - men.

Text

: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937

Music: QUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

LITANY

A From the waters of Creation, the earth sprang forth.
C From the waters of a womb, God’s blessed Son was
given to us.

A From the waters of a river, people were baptized and
marked as God’s Children

C Praise be to God, whose loving gifts and presence have
called us together.

A Let us give thanks for God’s abundant love, poured out on
us in Baptism.

C May we live out our Baptism in this world through the
power of God’s love.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Let us pray together,

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your
voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace,
and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow
after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

O O

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 43:1-7
L A reading from Isaiah.

1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for | have
redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you. 3For | am

the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

| give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in
exchange for you. “Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you, | give people in return for
you, nations in exchange for your life. °Do not fear, for |
am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east,

and from the west | will gather you; °I will say to the north,
“Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold;



bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the
end of the earth—'everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 29

LAscribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory
and strength.

2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God

of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of
the LORD is a voice of splendor.

>The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

the LoRD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount
Hermon like a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
5The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

*The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and
strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the LorD all
are crying, “Glory!”

The LoRD sits enthroned above the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.

110 Lorb, give strength to your people; give them,

O LORD, the blessings of peace.



SECOND LESSON: ACTS 8:14-17
L A reading from Acts.

1“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to
them. **The two went down and prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not
come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). 'Then Peter and John laid their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

L  The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SPOKEN)

C Alleluia. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Alleluia.

GOSPEL: LUKE 3:15-17, 21-22

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Third chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

5 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, 1John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy



Spirit and fire. Y"His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary;
but the chaff he will burn with ungquenchable fire.” 2Now
when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, %
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Fred Bartelt
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Baptized and Set Free
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1 We are peo -ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and we’re nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger rte - turns and a - gain we are  blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath -er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but set free! From now on, all will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956

Music: BAPTIZED AND SET EREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.




PROFESSION OF FAITH

P

O O

O O

O O

Brothers and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord
Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his
Church. In the community of God’s people, you have
learned from his Word God’s loving purpose for you and
all creation. You have been called to be witnesses to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Now, therefore, | ask you to profess
your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his
empty promises?
| do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance;
so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that
God has made.

A brief silence.

A By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out
in mission to share the good news of Jesus. Inspire your
faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all
people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of
grace,

C hear our prayer.

A You reveal your love and power through water and the
Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from
destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for
all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of
grace,

C hear our prayer.

A  Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise
up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in their care.
Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for
the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.



A You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this

C

life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from you by
Iliness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness.
Comfort all who are in need especially...and all those we
name aloud or in the silence of our hearts... God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another.
Bless those who are newly baptized and those who are
preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship,
worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give
thanks for those you have called by name into your eternal
embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God,
we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and
faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you
intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in
Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear
his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good
news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to
strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

C 1do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

PRAYER OF BLESSING
All dip their hands in the water and make the sign of the cross
on their foreheads.

P Letus pray.
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made
these people your own. You forgave them all their sins and
brought them to newness of life. Continue to strengthen
them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your
gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C Amen

PEACE
P Peace of the Lord be with you all.

C And also with you.
Share Christ’s Peace with one another.



OFFERING “Musette” Boéllmann
The Offering is received and presented at the altar.

OFFERING PRAYER

A
C

Let us Pray, Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey. Prepare us to carry your
love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
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Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who
rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, *F bless your
going out and your coming in, today and forever.

Amen



HYMN

Baptized in Water
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1 Bap-tized iIn wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - i, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the
3 Bap-tized wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: onc with his s - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our king: born of the Splr - 1t we are God’s
. T _ =
oY L; ; E; ——F "
Vi ] I
o I T T
9]
)4
b ==
J . . '6_- /-—~\_6_-
7 rr Af F oo
prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
_ . e | |
= . ; - ; e
e I I ] &
| T | T T

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carel Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Be the Light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.



The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. ”
(Galatians 5:22)

We pray this week that FAITHFULNESS grows in us.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 12 — 6:30pm Advent Covid Task Force Meeting
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